Example email to candidates / prospective councillor

Dear xxx, 

I am writing to you as a voter ahead of the forthcoming local elections.

As a blind/partially sighted person living in your ward, I wanted to draw your attention to some of the issues that affect people with a visual impairment in our area.

As my prospective councillor, I would welcome your support to make sure these issues are addressed. If you need further information about any of these points, I would be happy to discuss them with you.

You might also like to contact your local Sight Loss Council (www.sightlosscouncils.org.uk) or visit the campaigns pages of Thomas Pocklington Trust (www.pocklington-trust.org.uk/campaigns) for more information. These are both organisations I support and work with to make a difference.

There are thousands of people locally living with some form of sight loss and these are some of the issues that are relevant to the work of our local council that need attention:

· Enabling blind and partially sighted people to travel independently by public transport – including supporting accessible, reliable and affordable buses and trains.
· Making sure that blind and partially sighted people can enjoy the built environment in the same way as other users – including streets that are designed for everyone and allow visually impaired pedestrians to walk safely and without barriers.
· Provide any council information to blind and partially sighted residents in a format they can read and access – including braille, large print, audio and digital files as appropriate to the individual.
· Give blind and partially sighted children and young people the best start in life – by providing and funding the specialist support they need to access their learning in school and at college, so that they can transition into adulthood.
· Provide health and social care services that focus on prevention and early intervention – including rehabilitation and care services that enable independence.

I would welcome your attention to these issues and any action you can take, if elected, to improve council services for blind and partially sighted people. 

Yours sincerely
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