
Template letter for MPs

EDM on accessible vaccines

Dear MP

I am writing as your constituent to ask you to sign EDM 1585: Accessibility of Covid-19 vaccination and testing for people with sight loss.

The rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine by the NHS has been nothing short of amazing, but it has highlighted again the challenges that many blind and partially sighted people face in accessing healthcare services.

I am particularly concerned about:

· The lack of accessible information, e.g. braille and large print, made available when inviting people to vaccine appointments or at vaccination centres.
· The lack of accessible information about the location of vaccine centres and public transport options to get to them.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The lack of clear signage and good levels of lighting at vaccination centres to enable blind and partially sighted people to access them.
· The lack of awareness and training for staff and volunteers at vaccination centres to provide appropriate support to people with sight loss, such as providing verbal and sighted guiding where needed.

A briefing on the issue can be found here: Covid-19-Vaccine-Rollout-Advice.pdf (sightlosscouncils.org.uk)

As well as being one of your constituents, I am a member or supporter of our local Sight Loss Council. Sight Loss Councils, funded by the Thomas Pocklington Trust and led by blind and partially sighted volunteers, campaign on behalf of the thousands of blind and partially sighted people in their local communities. You can find out more about Sight Loss Councils here: https://www.sightlosscouncils.org.uk/

I would be very grateful if you could show your concern and support for blind and partially sighted people by signing EDM 1585.
 
Yours sincerely
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