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The Birmingham and Black Country Sight Loss Council’s response to the Transport Select Committee Inquiry into Pavement Parking
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Introduction
The Birmingham and Black Country Sight Loss Councils are groups of volunteers living with sight loss and were set up in 2016 and 2018 respectively. Other Sight Loss Councils have recently been set up in Bristol, Merseyside, and Tyne and Wear. Our aim is to represent and act as a voice for blind and partially sighted people and encourage organisations to make reasonable adjustments that can improve the daily lives of blind and partially sighted people. Members of the Council sit on a range of panels including New Street Station Access Forum, Access Birmingham and the West Midlands Trains Passenger Access Panel.
We are supported by Thomas Pocklington Trust, a registered charity which offers people who are blind or partially sighted the support they require to lead an independent life. They are committed to increasing awareness and understanding of the needs of people with sight loss, and to developing and implementing services which meet their needs.
The Royal National Institute of Blind People’s (RNIB) Sight Loss Data Tool (1) shows that over two million people in the UK are living with some form of sight loss, with 28,100 living in Birmingham and 36,490 living in the Black Country area (Wolverhampton, Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley). 

Pavement parking is an important issue for many blind and partially sighted people and is discussed regularly at Sight Loss Council meetings. We welcome this Inquiry by the Transport Select Committee.
Issues with Pavement Parking
Blind and partially sighted people’s lives are put at risk from oncoming cars they are unable to see when the pavement is blocked to the point that a person is unable to safely use it and is forced to walk into the road. For this reason, pavement parking presents a major health and safety issue for blind and partially sighted people. Research from the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association has shown that “97% of people with a vision impairment encounter problems with street obstructions, and 90% of those had experienced trouble with a pavement parked car” (2).
The ability to independently travel allows many blind and partially sighted people to access employment and participate in the local community. This means they are less likely to suffer from social isolation or loneliness.
Concerns with pavement parking are also being raised by wheelchair users and parents with pushchairs, as well as blind and partially sighted people.
Currently, guidance around pavement parking is very vague when referencing areas outside of London. The Highway Code (3) states “You must not park partially or wholly on the pavement in London, and should not do so elsewhere unless signs permit it. Parking on the pavement can obstruct and seriously inconvenience pedestrians, people in wheelchairs or with visual impairments and people with prams or pushchairs.” The main issue with this wording is “should not” as this means it is recommended that drivers do not park on the pavement but is not enforceable.
Also, it is worth noting that section 137 of the Highways Act 1980 (4) is equally ambiguous where it states “If a person, without lawful authority or excuse, in any way wilfully obstructs the free passage along a highway he is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine.” This Act fails to explain what constitutes as an obstruction and whether it was made wilfully or not.

Our experiences indicate that there is a lack of understanding as to who is responsible for enforcing pavement parking offences. The Sight Loss Councils have raised the issue of pavement parking with representatives at local authority level, who have referred us to the local Police. When contacting the local Police teams, we were referred back to the local authorities.  
One Sight Loss Council member has raised this issue with his local MP and has had some positive results in that double yellow lines have been marked in the problem areas, but there are still many places where action is not taken.

We understand that there are roads which emergency service vehicles could not access if cars were unable to park on the pavement. In this instance, we appreciate the priority must be for emergency service vehicle access and agree that pavement parking should be allowed. 
Our Recommendations

The recommendations of the Birmingham and Black Country Sight Loss Councils can be found below:
· A standardised, nationwide law giving priority to pedestrians and prohibiting drivers from parking on the pavement unless in a specifically designated area, in line with Greater London.
· Enforceable fines for anyone found illegally parked and clearer guidelines around who is responsible for enforcing the fines.
· Guidance or recommendations around the amount of space to be left for pedestrians where parking on the pavement is unavoidable (i.e. where parking in the road would cause issues for emergency vehicles).

· Guidance to include information on how illegally parked cars can be reported (including accessible options for blind and partially sighted pedestrians) and who to report to.
Case Study - Zoe

Zoe is registered severely sight impaired with Congenital Glaucoma in her right eye and she has an ocular prosthesis in her left. She is mother to two young sons aged 10 and 8 and has a Guide Dog. Her youngest son is also visually impaired with the same condition as Zoe. The boys attend a local Junior School which is a 7 minute walk away when there are no issues such as street clutter. However, the most direct route that Zoe regularly takes has a lot of issues which can mean her journey takes over 20 minutes.

Zoe lives on a corner so has to cross a road almost immediately when leaving her house. This pavement has no tactile markings which makes it difficult to cross. When on to the first main road there is normally a lot of street clutter which can include wheelie bins and cars parked on the pavement. This can force Zoe, her Guide Dog and her children to walk in the road.

The route takes them to a bridge which crosses over a railway line. The road on this bridge is narrow as is the footpath that runs alongside. Zoe makes her children walk in front of her to ensure their safety. At the end of the bridge, there is another road to cross which is another busy main road. The crossing on this road is on a blind corner; therefore, it is difficult even for a sighted person to see if it is safe to cross. There are tactile markings at this crossing but it is still unsafe. Zoe tends to walk further down the road (where there are no tactile markings), going out of her way to cross this road.

When Zoe gets onto the other side of this busy road, it is usually full of street clutter. Again, this is from wheelie bins, pavement parking and commonly inconsiderate parking from parents dropping off or picking up their children. Zoe has raised this issue with the school but they are unable to enforce any rules. Occasionally, they do send out memos and there is sometimes a police officer who hands out warnings but it is not long before the situation worsens. There are also stone bollards outside of the school which are the same colour as the pavement and therefore invisible to Zoe – she has tripped on these a few times.

With the addition of these hazards on the route, at least 15 minutes can be added on to the journey. The hazards and the added time it takes to reach the school considerably add to Zoe’s anxiety and concern for herself and her children. Zoe finds that she regularly relies on the sight of her 10 year old son in order to safely navigate the area and safely cross the roads. This means that should he be off school for any reason (illness, school trips etc), Zoe and her 8 year old son would be at a greater risk of injury.

External opinion leaders

Below is a list of other organisations with expertise in this area:

· Guide Dogs deliver the guide dog service and other mobility services, break down legal and physical barriers and enable people who are blind and partially sighted to get around on their own: www.guidedogs.org.uk
· Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) are there for everyone affected by sight loss. They offer practical and emotional support to help people face the future with confidence: www.rnib.org.uk 

· Living Streets are a UK charity for everyday walking. Their mission is to achieve a better walking environment and inspire people to walk more: www.livingstreets.org.uk
· Disability Rights UK are led by disabled people that actively campaign on issues that affect their community. Their aim is to work towards a society where everyone can participate equally: www.disabilityrightsuk.org
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